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December 2009                                    

Dear Parent or Guardian:

The New York City Health Department encourages all parents to have their children vaccinated against influenza by their pediatricians or regular health care providers. The Health Department is also working with the Department of Education to offer free H1N1 vaccine in elementary schools. Middle and high school students can get vaccinated at no cost at special weekend clinics in every borough. If you want your child to receive the H1N1 vaccine, please visit one of the weekend sites.
The City’s weekend vaccination clinics will run for just two more weekends: December 5-6 and December 12-13.   Please remember that a parent or guardian must sign a consent form for any child under 18 and must accompany any child under 17. 
The H1N1 vaccine comes in two forms: a shot and a nasal spray. Medical personnel at the weekend clinic will use the information you provide on the Consent/Screening form to select the most appropriate type of vaccine for your child. After your child receives the vaccine, please give a copy of the vaccination record to his or her medical provider.
You can obtain the locations of the weekend vaccination sites, a Consent/Screening form, a Vaccine Information Statement and a form about medical privacy rights at nyc.gov/flu. If possible, please bring a signed Consent/Screening form with you when visiting a weekend clinic. If you cannot complete the forms in advance, copies are available in multiple languages at the clinics. 
If you have any questions or concerns about the weekend vaccination clinics or H1N1 influenza, please call 311or visit nyc.gov/flu for more information. We encourage you to have your child vaccinated. 
Sincerely, 
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